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Introduction to Tajweed of the Quran

All Praise is due to Allah. | thank Him, seek His Help and Forgiveness. | seek
refuge in Allah from the evil of my bad deeds and myself. Whomsoever
Allah guides, is truly guided, and whomsoever Allah leaves to stray, none
can guide him. | bear witness that there is no god but Allah, and that
Muhammad is the Seal of His Prophets.

There is no doubt that reciting and pondering over the Book of Allaah and
devoting regular time to its study and implementation has tremendous
benefits in this life and the next. Let us now look at just a few of them to
attach ourselves more firmly to the majestic Words of Allaah. Each benefit
stands as enough of an encouragement to shun any laziness we have and
dedicate ourselves wholly to the Quran.
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Virtues of reciting Quran

Reading and Reflecting Over the Quran Fulfils an Islamic Duty

The Prophet(PBUH) summarised this religion with his statement:
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“The religion (of Islaam) is naseehah (offering sincere advice)!” Tameem bin
Aws (R.A.) said: “We asked, ‘To whom?’” He replied: “To Allaah, His Book, His
Messenger, the leaders of the people, and to their subjects.” [Muslim] The
sincerity that is due to the Book of Allaah includes its regular recitation,
learning the rules of Tajweed (the recitation of the Quran, according to
specified rules) and reciting it beautifully, learning about its Tafseer and the
reasons for its revelation, affirming that it is the truth, the perfect Speech of
Allaah and not part of the creation, honouring it and defending it, abiding by
the orders and prohibitions found in it, and teaching it and calling to it.
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The Quran will Intercede for Us on the Day of Judgement
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Abu Umaamah (R.A.) related that the Prophet (PBUH) said: “Read the
Quran, for indeed it will come on the Day of Standing (Judgement) as
an intercessor for its companions.” [Muslim]

The Quran Raises One's Status in this Life
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Umar Ibn Al-Khattab (R.A.) related that the prophet (PBUH) said:
“Verily Allaah raises some people by this Book and lowers others by it.”
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The People° of the Quran are from Best of People/ o
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‘Uthmaan (R.A.) said that the Prophet (PBUH) said: “The best of you are
those who learn the Quran and teach it to others.” [Al-Bukhaari]

There are Ten Rewards for Every Letter Recited from the Quran
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As a Hadeeth (prophetic statement) in At-Tirmithi proves: “Whoever reads a
letter from the Book of Allaah, he will have a reward, and this reward will be
multiplied by ten. | am not saying that 'Alif, Laam, Meem' (a combination of
letters frequently mentioned in the Holy Quran) is a letter, rather | am saying
that ‘Alif’ is a letter, ‘Laam’ is a letter and ‘Meem’ is a letter.” [At-Tirmithi] So

increase your recitation of the Quran to gain these merits, as well as the
following ones.
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The Reciters of the Quran Will Be in the Company of the Noble and Obedient Angels
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‘Aa'ishah (R.A.) related that the Prophet (PBUH) said: “Indeed the one who recites the
Quran beautifully, smoothly, and precisely, will be in the company of the noble and

obedient angels. As for the one who recites with difficulty, stammering or stumbling
through its verses, then he will have twice that reward.” [Al-Bukhaari and Muslim]

One’s Position and Rank in Paradise is Determined by the Amount of Quran He
Memorised in this Life
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‘Abdullaah bin ‘Amr bin Al-‘Aas (R.A.) heard the Prophet (PBUH) saying: “It will be said
to the companion of the Quran: 'Read and elevate (through the levels of Paradise) and
beautify your voice as you did when you were in the worldly life! For verily, your

position in Paradise will be at the last verse you recite!’”” [Abu Daawood and At-
Tirmithi]
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The Quran Leads to Paradise ) ] o
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The Quran states (what means): "Indeed the Quran guides to that which is most suitable and gives good
tidings to the believers who do righteous deeds that they will have a great reward." [Quran: 17:9]
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The Prophet (PBUH) said: “The Quran is an intercessor - something given permission to intercede, and it
is rightfully believed in. Whoever puts it in front of him, it will lead him to Paradise; whoever puts it
behind him, it will steer him to the Hellfire.” [At-Tabaraani]

The people of Quran are the people of AIIah
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It was narrated that Anas bin Malik said: "The Messenger of Allah said: 'Allah has His own people among
mankind.' They said: 'O Messenger of Allah, who are they?' He said: 'The people of the Qur'an, the
people of Allah and those who are closest to Him.""
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Vying in rciting Quran ) )
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"There is no envy (acceptable) except in two (cases): a person whom Allah has given the Qur'an and

recites it throughout the night and throughout the day. And a person whom Allah has given wealth, that
he gives out throughout the night and throghout the day." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim]

Parents Honoured due to a Child's Relationship with the Qur'an
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The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said, "Whoever recited the Qur'an, studied it, and acted according to
what it contains; on the Day of Judgment his parents will be dressed with a crown of light, its brightness
is like that of the sun. And his parents will be adorned with two bracelets, of which the whole world is

not equivalent to them [in worth]. So they will say, 'Why are we being adorned with these?' It will be
said, 'This is because of your child taking [the recitation, teaching and acting upon] the Qur'an."
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The etiquette of reciting the Quran

Firstly, the reciter of the Quran should have a pure intention, for the
sake of Allah Almighty. He should be away from hypocrisy and showing
off, as Allah Almighty says, {Say (O Muhammad): “Verily | am
commanded to worship Allah (Alone) by obeying Him and doing
religious deeds sincerely for His sake only.} [Surat Az-Zumar 39:11]
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Secondly, reciting the Quran is one of the best acts of
worship. Therefore, one should make his heart present
with his mind when reading the Quran to increase his
pondering (over the verses). Allah Almighty says, {(This is)
a Book (the Qur’an) which We have sent down to you, full
of blessings, that they may ponder over its Verses, and
that men of understanding may remember.} [Surat Sad
38:29]
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Thirdly, when starting reciting, one should seek refuge with
Allah from the accursed Satan, Allah Almighty says, {So when
you want to recite the Qur’an, seek refuge with Allah from

Shaitan (Satan), the outcast (the cursed one).} [Surat An-Nahl
16:98]
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Seek refuge means that one should turn to Allah and ask His
Help to be protected from the slips and whispers of Satan.
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The one who recites the Quran is conversing with Allah Almighty; therefore, he should abide by some
matters. Among which are:

1- To sit in a purified place

2- To face the Qibla (the direction of the Ka’ba in Mecca) as possible as he can

3- To sit in submission and reverence; because he is conversing with Allah Almighty

4- He should not read while battling sleep in order not to commit mistakes in recitation
5- To cleanse the mouth with siwak (the Araak toothbrush)

6- To be keen on wearing a clean garment and to put on perfume
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7- When passing by the verses of mercy, he asks Allah from His Graces; and
when passing by the verses of torment, he seeks refuge with Allah from
torture

8- Not to raise the voice if there is someone near reciting the Quran, both are
conversing with their Lord, and in order not to confuse him during the
recitation

9- To adorn the Quran by his voice, and try to better his voice with no
exaggeration

10- There is nothing wrong that the reciter answers back the salutation, if
someone salutes him, and then returns to reading the Quran

11- If one is in the mosque and the adhan (call for prayer) takes place, he
should cut off the recitation and follow the caller. After the adhan ends, he
resumes the recitation.
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Definition of Tajweed
The word Tajweed is a verbal noun from ‘jawwada’ (23>), which literally means ‘to make better’.

Tajweed is one of the most prominent sciences of the Quran. It is a science governed by deep-rooted static rules derived from the
oral recitation of the Quan by the Prophet Muhammad (PBUP) after hearing the revelation from the Angel Gabriel.

The applied definition of Tajweed is ‘articulating every letter from its articulation point (makhraj) and giving the letter its rights
and dues of characteristics (sifat)’.

It could also be defined as giving every letters its rights and dues in terms of makhraj, sifat and also stopping and starting.

This science preserves the meaning of the revealed words of Allah in sound and expression. It protects it from any alteration and
retains the unique method of recitation.

It deals with the accent, phonetics, rhythm and tamper of Quranic recitation.
Its formation

The words of the glorious Quran.

The Ruling of Reading with Tajweed
Imaam Muhammad Ibn Al-Jazari who was a great Quran and Hadeeth scholar of the 9th Hijri century, stated in his famous poem
that details the rules of Tajweed:

"And applying Tajweed is an issue of absolute necessity, Whoever doesn't apply Tajweed to the Quran, then a sinner is he."

Hence, applying the rules of Tajweed is an obligation to keep away from the major mistakes in reciting the Quran.
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The scholars have divided the types of mistakes one might fall into when reciting the
Quran into two:

1. Clear mistakes: which usually change obvious things and change the meaning.
2. Hidden mistakes: for which one may need to study Tajweed rules.

The majority of scholars agree that applying the Tajweed rules of the Quran such that
the clear mistakes are avoided is an individual obligation (Fardh 'Ayn) upon every
Muslim who has memorised part or all of the Quran, while applying the rules of
Tajweed to avoid the hidden mistakes is a collective obligation (Fardh Kifaayah) upon
Muslims. That is, there must be some students of knowledge who have knowledge of
that. This is because the Quran was revealed with the Tajweed rules applied to it, and
the Prophet (PBUH) recited it back to Jibreel in that way and the companions of the
Prophet (PBUH) read it in that way, so it is an established Sunnah (Prophetic tradition
or practice).
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The Purpose of Tajweed

The Quran is the word of Allaah, and its every syllable is from Allaah. Its recitation
must be taken very seriously. The purpose of the Science of Tajweed, in essence, is to
make the reciter proficient in reciting the Quran, observing the correct pronunciation
of every letter with the rulings and characteristics which apply to it, without any
exaggeration or deficiency. Through this, the reciter can recite the Quran according to
the way of the Prophet (PBUH) who received it from Jibreel who received it from
Almighty Allah in the Classical Arabic language.

Each Arabic letter has a Makhraj (an exit or articulation point from which it originates)
and Sifaat (attributes or characteristics). Knowing the Makhraj and Sifaat of each letter
is an important part of Tajweed. Sometimes two letters have very similar exits, which
makes mixing them up easy. So, if a person does not know the attributes of each letter,
he may change the meaning of the words in Quran recitation. Observing the rules of
Tajweed in reciting prevents the reciter from making mistakes in reciting the Quran.
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(O’ Ruling on Isti'adha
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All scholars are in agreement that it
is not part of the sura of the
Qur'an.

But
they disagree about the Rule itself.
The majority of Scholars say : its
Only recommended (Mustahab)
Some said it is wajib (obligatory)
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Saying the Isti'adha Audibly vs. Silently

P
Isti'adha is recited audibly when:
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Ways in which Isti'adha is recited
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Ways of reciting Isti'adha at the
beginning of Sura

. . Joining the . .
Cutting all three Joining all basmala and Joining the
off from each three with the beginnin isti'adha with
other each other 8 & the basmla
of the surah
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1. Cut off all
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2. Join all
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3. Join Istiaadha with Basmallah and cut off Basmallah from the Sura
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4. Cut off Istiaadha from Basmallah and join Basmallah with the Sura
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* Read the following Suras and apply rules for Istiaadha and Basmallah
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(O) Exercise 1

Read the following Sura and apply all
ways of Istiadha
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(o) Ways of reciting Isti'adha at
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Cutting off Joining
Isti'adha, Isti'adha
then with the
starting beginning
Sura Sura
Tawbah Tawbah
without without
Basmalah Basmalah

Note: If one was reciting surat at Tawbah from any
place other than the beginning, then he is given the
choice to recite the basmalah or not to.
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Read the following Ayaat and apply rules of Istiadha at the
beginning or Surat At-tawba
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Basmalah linguistically and techinically is
the saying

[ Ruling on the Basmalah 1

There is no ikhtilaf among the scholars on the obligation of reciting the basmalah
at the start of each surah, with the exception of surat at tawbah.
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ween The 'ulema agree that it is part of an ayah
(surat an naml)The classical scholars differed as to
whether or not it is the first ayah of al fatiha.

The scholars however are in agreement that it is not
part of the other suwar.

We (in the recitation of Hafs taken from Asem) follow
the opinion that the basmalah is part of al fatiha
and so adhere to adding the basmalah each time
the surah is recited.
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Joining all
three

Ways of Joining Two
Suwar with the Basmalah

N
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Gty S
Cutting off the
first and joining
the second with
the third

Note: The reciter is not allowed to join the end of the surah to

basmalah then stop then start the next surah.
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Exercise 4

Read the following Suwar and
apply all allowed of Basmallah
between the two Sura
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Answer the following questions:

1.What's the meaning of Isti'atha?

2.What's is the statement of Isti'atha?

3.ls Isti'atha obligatory or recommended?

4.How many ways of joining Isti'atha,
Basmalah, and the beginning of the
chapter and cutting them off?



o) Exercise 6

TayseerulQuran .

US: 12147858117 Read the following Suras and record yourself
UK: 02032872331

- tayseerulquran com Apply all ways of reciting Istiadha when commencing reciting

1- Al-Humazah (The Slanderer) (4 correct ways) 2marks
Join 2 Suras (chapters) (joining all three) 1 mark

2- Al-Fil (The Elephant)
Join 2 Suras (chapters) (cut off all three) ¥ mark

3- Al-Quraish (The Quraish)
Join 2 Suras (chapters) (cut off the first Sura and Join Basmalah with the secong Sura) 1 mark

4- Al-Ma'un (Acts of Kindness)
Join 2 Suras (chapters) (cut off all three) ¥ mark

5- Al-Kauthar (The Abundance of Good)
Join 2 Suras (chapters) (cut off the first Sura and Join Basmalah with the secong Sura) 1 mark
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6- Al-Kafirun (The Disbelievers)

Join 2 Suras (chapters) (cut off all three) 2 mark
7- An-Nasr (The Help)

Join 2 Suras (chapters) (joining all three) 1 mark
8- Al-Lahab (The Flame)

Join 2 Suras (chapters) (cut off all three) 2 mark
9- Al-lkhlas (The Unity)

Join 2 Suras (chapters) (cut off the first Sura and Join Basmalah with the
secong Sura) 1 mark

10 Al-Falag (The Dawn)

Join 2 Suras (chapters) (joining all three) 1 mark
11- An-Nas (The Men)

These are the last 11 chapters of Quran
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